“For wilai we 4o, meTrcost or Ine
moulds is where the expense is. An aver-
age steel mould can cost tens of thou-
sands of euro — and once a mould is
made, it is expensive to tweak,” Ann
Jevens, its managing director, says.

Joining the fab lab enables the firm to
experiment with a variety of materials
and substrates with which to make
moulds for low-volume runs of up to 400
items, the kind for which traditional steel
mould-making would be prohibitively
expensive. “It helps us bridge that gap,”
Jevens says.

The company also makes component
parts and prototypes for clients. Having
access to the fab lab “gives us more

I'was thinking

about using aCNC
machine for years
butwhenyourea

self-employed

-artist, you

don’t have that
lying around

1IKeE Naviig an assistaliIor my work and ic
offers accuracy of up to one tenth of a mil-
limetre, which is hard to do by hand. And
the team there is so good at teaching and
supporting you, and still leaving you
space to discover,” she says.

The fab Iab has also introduced her to
new materials. “I have always used MDF
because it’s cheap, but they introduced
me to Tricoya, a type of MDF that can last
outside untreated for 25 years,” she says.

All in all, it has helped to improve her
business.

“In the artistic sector we always talk .
about democratising art,” Liebetrau says.
“The fab lab is about democratising
technology.”

HOW I MADE IT DAVID BRENNAN

From winding upin care to
maintaining giant turbines

David Brennan was born 44 switched to providing services to the turbines of Ireland’s ports are geared
years ago in the Bessborough | consultancy services Dogger Bank in the North only at fishing and ferries.
mother and baby home in internationally. Sea, the world’s largest “You can’t drive a car
Cork. While he was very In 2015 he won the offshore wind farm, When without wheels, and there are
young, he was placed in company’s first two big complete it will comprise no wheels on Ireland’s
care at a home in the contracts, in Wales and nearly 300 towers, each the offshore wind car. And not
southeast of Ireland. England, and quickly opened | height of Dublin’s Spire, only do we have no suitable
“It gives me my drive,” he | an office in Teesside. “We producing a combined 3.6 ports but no sense of urgency
says. “I don’t dwell on the worked for a long time to gigawatts, enough to power about that massive gap
negatives but you are in fight | enter the offshore wind six million homes. either;” he says. Without the
or flight mode all the time. market. From 2016 to 2018 it It is also working on Inch port infrastructure, all the
That’s part of who Iamnow. | was just growing in the UK Cape off Scotland, building jobs in this nascent sector will
You have to fight to succeed.” | but has since taken off at an the offshore substation foran | go to Port Talbot in Wales, he
Later he was placed with accelerated pace,” he says. initiative that will generate reckons. “But I believe we
foster parents and fora Today Eastgate 1.1GW. Eastgate hasgrownto | should give this opportunity
period lived with his mother | Engineering provides specialise in the quick-start to our children, and our
but when he was 12, andshe | mechanical and electrical peaking plants required children’s children,” he says.
was hospitalised, it was good e W : ‘when the wind doesn’t blow. A proud father of three — “I
neighbours who stepped in: P 'i'i\ The company, which wanted nothing more than to
the family of the late 1 ! employs 210 people and aims | have a family” — when heis
CervicalCheck campaigner to employ 300 by next year, is | not campaigning for Ireland’s
Vicky Phelan. also working with Anglo offshore wind industry, he
“They took me in and I American at the world’s tours the country with
stayed with them for six largest polyhalite mine, 1.5km | Phelan’s stunning portrait,
months. I was friends with underground in Yorkshire, which he bought at a charity
her brothers, and Vicky was It’s an £8 billion project to auction, telling her story and
like an older sister to me. She extract a natural organic | advocating for women'’s
was always very determined, fertiliser with a low health. In the past 24 months
extremely intelligentand & environmental footprint. he has organised 22 such
very fair, so you could go Brennan is set to announce | events nationwide.
to her for advice. But you three more big UK wins soon He does it too in memory
wouldn’t mess with her 4 i | but, while his company is of his late foster mother,
either — she wasavery # & | booming, his primary Kathleen Power, “who gave
strong person,” he | concern is that Ireland will me the love and nurturing I
says. | miss out onits own offshore | needed and saved my life on
After school he | wind opportunity ifthe s0 many occasions”, he says.
did an electrical { government doesn’tinvestin | “Ifeel very strongly about
apprenticeship and its ports — and fast. advocating, and again this
worked his way up in Ports are a vital part of the | probably does stem from my
electrical engineering industry’s infrastructure as background, giving back to
and contracting. He set nothing gets built, orreaches | those who helped me and
up a business, Eastgate an offshore wind farm, trying to right things that are
Engineering in without them. Unfortunately, | wrong. We can’tall do
Waterford in 2007, but everything, but we can all do
because of the recession Brennan says growingupin | something.”
“didn’t do much with it” and - care gave him fighting spirit Sandra O’'Connell
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